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Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  annual  report  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1963, 
which  has  been  prepared  in  accordance  with  instructions  received  from  the 
Ministry  of  Health. 

Vital  statistics  for  the  year  are  set  out  in  the  tables  in  Section  “A”  of  this 
report. 

The  1961  Census  is  now  to  hand,  and  I  am  including  certain  details  from 
this  report  as  I  feel  they  will  be  of  interest  to  you :  On  the  night  of  the  Census 
there  were  a  total  of  2,074  dwellings  with  an  occupier  present,  of  this  total 
30  dwellings  were  without  a  cold  water  supply  inside  the  house  (1.45%), 
519  had  no  hot  water  supply,  477  were  without  a  fixed  bath,  and  58  had  no 
water  closet  (2.80%). 

Statistics  relating  to  the  Tavistock  Urban  District 

Population 

Males 
2,763 

Aged  over 

65  years  420 


Population  in: 

Private  households  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  5,832 

Hotels  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  65 

Hospitals  other  than  N.H.S.  .  .  .  .  108 

Homes  for  the  Old  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  52 

Educational  establishments  .  .  .  .  4 

Miscellaneous  communal  establishments  .  .  27 


Total  6,088 


Establishments  in  the  Urban  District 

N.H.S.  Hospitals  .  .  .  .  ,  4 

Hospitals  other  than  N.H.S.  .  .  .  .  1 

Old  Person’s  Homes  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Miscellaneous  communal  Establishments  2 


Females 

3,325 


735 


Total 

6,088 


1,155  (19%) 


SECTION  “A” 


General  Statistics 


Area  (statute  acres)  . .  . .  . .  . .  2,096 

Population  -  1951  Census  ..  ..  ..  5,886 

Population  -  1961  Census  .  .  .  .  .  .  6^088 

Estimated  home  population  -  mid  1963  . .  6^370 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  .  .  .  .  2^739 

Rateable  value  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  -£241,456 

Product  of  the  Penny  Rate  .  .  .  .  £944 

Loan  Dept . £763,455 


Vital  Statistics 


Live  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

•  •  •  • 

44 

37 

Illegitimate  .  . 

•  •  •  * 

3 

— 

=  84 

Deaths 

•  •  •  • 

. .  61 

63 

=  424 

3 


Live  Births 
Number 

Rate  per  1,000  population 
Corrected  Birth  rate 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 

Still  Births 
Number 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 
Total  live  and  still  births 


England 
and  Wales 


84 

13.1  18.2 

15.4 
3.5% 


1 

11.7  17.3 

85 


Infant  Mortality  Rates 

Infant  deaths  under  one  year 
Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  .  . 
Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live 
births 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate 
live  births 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks 
per  1,000  total  live  births) 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  rate  (deaths  under 
1  week  per  1,000  total  live  births) 

Perinatal  Mortality  rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths 
under  1  week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and 
still  births) 


2 

23.8  20.9 
12.3 

333.3 

22.7 

11.9 

23.5 


Maternal  Mortality  Rate  (Including  abortion) 


Number  of  deaths  .  . 

,  ,  ,  . 

.  •  • 

nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 

nil 

Deaths 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  population 

.  . 

19.4 

Corrected  death  rate 

•  •  .  . 

.  ,  , 

12.2 

Year 

Population 

Birth  Rate 

Death  Rate 

1959 

6,190 

10.5 

15.0 

1960 

6,210 

12.7 

17.8 

1961 

6,300 

12.0 

16.1 

1962 

6,310 

12.9 

13.7 

1963 

6,370 

13.1 

19.4 

The  Chief  causes  of  death  were  as  follows: 

Tuberculosis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  -  •  1 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  .  .  .  .  2 

Cancer  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10 

Diabetes  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  •  •  •  1 

Vascular  diseases  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  29 

Coronary  diseases  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  32 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  .  .  .  .  2 

Other  heart  diseases  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Other  circulatory  diseases  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Pneumonia  .  .  .  .  .  .  •  •  •  •  12 

Bronchitis  .  .  .  .  .  .  -  •  •  •  0 

Other  Respiratory  diseases  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Nephritis  .  .  .  .  .  .  •  •  •  •  •  •  1 

Congenital  malformations  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Other  ill-defined  diseases  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

All  other  Accidents  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 
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Age  at  Death  Table 


Age  at  Death 
Under  1  year 
1—4  years 
5  —  14  years  .  . 

15  —  24  years  .  . 

25  -  34  years  .  . 

35  —  44  years  .  . 

45  -  54  years  .  . 
55-64  years  .  . 

65  -  74  years  .  . 

75  years  and  over 


Male  Female 

2  — 


—  1 

3  2 

8  8 

18  11 

30  41 


Total  61  63 


SECTION  “B” 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services 

The  general  provision  of  health  services  remain  as  in  previous  years. 

Welfare  Foods 

The  W.V.S.  give  most  valuable  assistance  distributing  these  foods  to  the 
general  public. 

Ambulance  Service 

The  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade,  under  delegated  powers  from  the  Local 
County  Health  Authority,  continue  to  give  a  highly  satisfactory  24-hour 
cover  for  the  whole  district. 

Maternity  Accommodation 

During  the  year  279  babies  were  born  in  the  Tavistock  Maternity  Home 
as  follows: 

Tavistock  Urban  District  .  .  .  .  .  .  56 

Tavistock  Rural  District  .  .  .  .  .  .  122 

Other  areas  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  101 

Thus  66.6%  of  the  total  births  registered  to  the  Tavistock  Urban  District 
during  the  year  took  place  in  the  Tavistock  Maternity  Home. 

Mass  Radiography 

The  Unit  visited  Tavistock  Clinic  on  1st  April  for  examination  of  school 
leavers,  school  staff  and  Heaf  positive  children.  Of  a  total  of  158  examinations 
one  case  required  further  observation  and  one  case  of  acquired  cardio-vascular 
disease  was  uncovered. 

From  30th  April  to  8th  May  the  Unit,  situated  at  the  St.  John’s  Ambulance 
Station,  examined  a  total  of  1,185  members  of  the  general  public.  Amongst 
this  total  were  two  healed  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  and  two  which 
required  further  observation :  seventeen  other  conditions  were  also  diagnosed. 

Doctor  Mary  Budding,  the  Senior  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer, 
has  submitted  the  following  report  on  her  work  during  the  year : 

The  staff  remains  as  before  with  three  exceptions :  Dr.  Barnett  was  appointed 
as  School  Ophthalmic  Specialist,  working  part-time  with  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board  in  the  Plymouth  Eye  Infirmary:  Miss  Harvey,  the  Speech 
Therapist  had  six  months  study  leave  in  the  U.S.A.  granted  in  the  autumn, 
and  Mr.  Noble  and  Commander  Hemsted  took  the  place  of  the  late  Mr. 
Trythall  as  School  Dentist,  pending  the  appointment  of  a  new  full-time 
School  Dentist. 
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The  General  Health  of  the  children,  cleanliness  and  clothing  (despite  the 
apparent  return  of  some  liberty  bodices!)  remains  good.  The  nutrition  on 
the  whole  is  also  good,  but  there  is  perhaps  a  tendency  to  excess  weight 
resulting  from  over-indulgence  in  carbohydrates  nowadays;  with  consequent 
foot  complaints  resulting,  such  as  flat  feet. 

While  on  the  subject  I  should  like  to  emphasize  the  bad  effect  of  excess 
sugar  in  the  diet  on  the  children's  teeth.  The  best  adage  of  healthy  teeth  in 
this  affluent  society  is  (1)  less  sweets,  (2)  more  toothbrush,  particularly  last 
thing  at  night.  The  detrimental  effects  of  particularly  sweets,  biscuits,  sweet 
fruit  drinks,  and  ice  lollies,  are  far  more  marked  when  taken  between  meals; 
if  these  must  be  enjoyed  then  they  should  have  them  as  part  of,  or  immediately 
after,  the  meal,  when  they  are  less  harmful  to  teeth.  “Sweet  Tooth”  will 
undoubtedly  lead  to  a  vast  increase  in  artificial  dentures,  which  are  definitely 
in  most  cases,  less  effective,  less  comfortable,  and  more  noisy  than  the  originals! 
The  harmful  effects  of  excess  sweet  foods  and  drinks  are  shown  not  only  on 
teeth  but  on  the  whole  body  metabolism:  we  may  become  a  less  healthy 
nation  with  serious  physical  defects  resulting  from  overweight,  the  least  of 
which  will  be  flat  feet. 

Immunisations 

Tavistock  continues  its  good  reputation  for  Immunisations  against  diph¬ 
theria  (no  case  for  many  years),  whooping  cough,  tetanus,  poliomyelitis  and 
B.C.G.  vaccination  against  T.B.  with  80%  acceptance  rate  maintained  for 
the  latter. 


School  Children 


Routine  Medical  Inspections  continue  for  all  entrants  to  school  at  whatever 
age,  with  annual  vision  tests,  and  regular  hearing  tests.  This  year  the  facility 
was  extended  to  day  private  schools  on  a  token  annual  payment.  In  addition 
to  revealing  some  orthopaedic  defects  not  evident  to  parents,  and  psycho¬ 
logical  problems,  particularly  of  adolescence,  this  does  give  an  opportunity 
of  making  surveys  of  certain  aspects  of  child  life,  e.g.  during  the  year  two 
such  surveys  were  carried  out :  — 


1.  Colour  Blindness 

All  entrants  to  Senior  Schools  have  colour  vision  tests  (this  year  I  included 
all  the  girls  as  well  as  the  boys). 


Boys  . . 
Girls  .  . 


Number 

Tested 


Green 

Colour  Blind 


No. 

240  10 

225  0 

i.e.  of  4.6%  Colour  Blind 


0/ 

to 

4.2 

0 

•91% 

9% 


Red 

Colour  Blind 
No. 


1 

0 

Green  \ 
Red  / 


% 

0.4 

0 


Total 

Colour  Blind 
No.  % 

11  4.6 

0  0 


I  find  it  useful  to  tell  the  boys  at  this  time  as  it  saves  disappointment 
in  later  years,  e.g.  if  they  wish  to  join  the  R.A.F.  (flying),  police  etc.  The 
survey  corroborated  the  fact  that  it  would  not  seem  worthwhile  testing 
the  girls’  Colour  Vision  as  a  routine,  as  girls  colour  vision  is  invariably  normal. 


2.  Early  Physical  Maturing 

During  1962  a  rough  survey  was  made  of  all  girls  in  their  first  few  weeks 
at  senior  school,  i.e.  at  11  +  .  15%  were  found  to  have  started  menses  already. 
Consequently  a  further  survey  (at  11  years)  was  made  during  1963.  This 
is  I  believe  the  only  one  so  far  undertaken  in  a  rural  area  and  produced  some 
interesting  facts :  - 


Number  of 
Girls 
200 


Reached 

Puberty 


26 


Not  yet 
Reached 
Puberty 

174 


Percentage 

Reached 

Puberty 

13% 
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of  the  26  (i.e.  13%)  who  had 
Top  “stream” 
in  school 
16% 


reached  puberty  by  1 1  years : 

M id-stream  Lowest  stream 

in  school  in  school 


15% 


of  the  174  (87%)  not  reached  puberty:  — 

Total 

Ignorance  Knowledge 

Total  of  “ puberty ”  of  “ puberty  ” 

174  70  104 


Percentage 
Ignorant 
of  “puberty” 

40% 


It  would  thus  appear  that: 

(1)  A  number  of  girls  are  maturing  physically  before  11  years  of  age 
i.e.  whilst  in  Primary  Schools. 

(2)  Earlier  maturing  is  apparently  associated  with  higher  intelligence 
and/or  better  social  conditions. 

(3)  A  high  percentage  of  girls  enter  into  puberty  in  complete  ignorance  ; 
but  those  who  are  informed  on  the  matter  are  usually  prepared  by 
their  mothers  and  not  merely  by  other  girls. 


Deaf  Children  Under  School  Age 

Routine  tests  are  carried  out  by  Health  Visitors  at  9  months,  and  if  deaf¬ 
ness  is  suspected  and  continued,  children  are  taught  to  use  aids  and  given 
speech  training  by  a  specially  trained  home  teacher  (There  are  now  virtually 
no  deaf  mutes  as  the  deaf  infants  are  discovered  early  and  taught  to  speak, 
they  are  not  naturally  dumb  even  if  deaf).  6.5%  of  school  five-year-olds 
were  found  to  need  keeping  under  observation  for  deafness. 

Subnormal  Children 

Five  children  attended  as  weekly  boarders  at  Plymstock  Junior  Training 
Centre  i.e.  Monday  morning  to  Friday  afternoon,  this  is  very  successful. 
Adults  over  16  now  attend  the  workshop  in  Tavistock  one  day  a  week,  to  be 
extended  to  3  days  a  week,  and  a  site  has  been  bought  in  Tavistock  for  a 
factory  employing  up  to  45  handicapped. 


Posture  (and  associated  poor  chest  expansion) 

Leaves  much  to  be  desired  amongst  girls  particularly,  maybe  due  to 
shuffling  along  in  “casuals"  although  the  latest  fashion  in  high  boots  last 
winter  certainly  encouraged  freedom  for  toes,  and  obviates  the  shuffle  and 
curled  under  toes  necessary  to  keep  the  former  from  falling  off. 

With  the  advent  of  the  Senior  School  orchestra  I  hope  to  see  chests  expand 
in  the  case  of  wind  instrumentalists  and  posture  improving  amongst  the 
string  instrumentalists. 


SECTION  “C” 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 


Water  Supply 

Mr.  Young,  District  Engineer  to  the  North  Devon  Water  Board,  has  sub¬ 
mitted  the  following  report  on  progress  during  the  year: 

“The  filter  installation  at  Kilworthy  has  been  completed  and  is  now 
in  service.  Excellent  results  are  being  obtained.  Supply  to  Tavistock  is 
now  divided  into  supply  from  the  Prewley  and  Kilworthy  sources. 

Kilworthy  Reservoir  has  been  cleaned  out  and  sterilized  prior  to  utiliza¬ 
tion  of  the  filtered  supply. 
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Water  samples  have  been  consistently  good  and  apart  from  one  day 
when  bursts  occurred  simultaneously  on  the  Brentor  and  Kilworthy  trunk 
mains,  a  full  supply  has  been  available  at  all  times. 

Work  has  progressed  conscientiously  on  replacing  or  fitting  stop-cocks, 
waste  detection  and  renewal  of  mains  and  services  when  required. 

Housing  development  is  proceeding  at  a  phenomenal  rate  and  mains  have 
been  laid  to  serve  the  following  sites :  - 

Callington  Road,  Deer  Park,  Inswell  Court,  Westmoor  Park  and  Sunway 
Estate. 

Schemes  are  in  hand  to  lay  mains  for  the  following  sites :  — 

Old  Launceston  Road,  Priory  Estate,  Down  Road,  Green  Lane, 
Callington  Road  and  the  conversion  to  separate  flats  of  the  old  in¬ 
stitution  known  as  Gwynntor. 

The  high  level  main  from  Kilworthy  to  Watts  Road  has  been  scraped 
and  relined  and  mains  renewals  have  been  completed  by  the  re-laying  of 
a  new  6"  diameter  main.  Transfer  of  all  connections  has  been  made. 

Industrial  development  continues  at  the  Pixon  Lane  site.  One  extension 
has  been  laid  and  a  further  extension  is  required  in  the  near  future.” 

Sewage  Disposal 

Records  show  that  large  flows  have  continued  at  both  the  Crowndale  and 
Whitchurch  disposal  works. 

The  new  sludge  beds  have  been  completed  at  Crowndale  and  brought  into 
use  but  the  de-sludging  of  the  two  large  settlement  tanks  has  proved  to  be  a 
very  dirty,  slow  and  difficult  operation. 

Work  commenced  at  the  end  of  the  year  on  the  re-laying  and  renewing  of 
approximately  2,800  yards  of  sewers  in  various  parts  of  the  town,  being  the 
second  stage  of  the  sewage  scheme  prepared  by  our  Consultants,  Messrs. 
Lemon  and  Blizard. 

Refuse  Collection 

The  new  refuse  vehicle  was  brought  into  use  in  May  and  has  proved  to  be 
most  satisfactorv. 

j 

Tipping  of  the  refuse  has  continued  satisfactorily  and  the  Council’s  tractor 
has  managed  to  maintain  some  control  over  the  domestic  refuse. 

With  several  large  building  sites  in  operation,  considerable  quantities  of 
rubble  and  soil  have  again  been  deposited,  and  whilst  welcoming  the  soil 
as  a  cover  for  the  refuse  it  does  also  become  an  embarrassment  as  the  Council’s 
tractor  is  not  strong  enough  to  move  it  around  and  extra  plant  has  occasionally 
to  be  hired. 

Swimming  Pool 

Regular  treatment  and  circulation  of  the  water  was  carried  out  during  the 
season,  and  the  water  was  maintained  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  Testing 
of  the  water  was  also  carried  out  to  check  the  pH  and  the  Chlorine  residual. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area — Number  of  Visits. 


Rodent  Control 
Housing  Applications 
Housing  Management 

Sanitary  defects,  Complaints  and  special  visits 

Pet  shops 

Disinfection 

Disinfestation 

Sewage  Works  -  Refuse  tips 
Sampling 

Public  conveniences 
Swimming  pool 


21 

92 

210 

211 


2 

1 

3 


147 

151 

366 

192 


8 


Factories  Act,  1961 


Tables  at  the  end  of  this 

report  show  the  numbers  of  premises  included 

in  the  Register  at  the  end 

of  the  year  and  also  the  number  of  Outworkers. 

It  will  be  noted  with  regret  that  the  number 

of  inspections  has  fallen 

considerably  when  compared  with  previous  years,  this  is  due  to  staff  changes 

and  also  to  a  more  realistic 

re-allocation  of  premises  in  their  various  sub- 

sections. 

Weather 

The  total  rainfall  for  the 

year  was  51.14". 

Rainfall 

A verage 

in  inches 

temperature 

January 

0.60 

29.69 

February 

3.29 

34.66 

March 

7.07 

44.02 

April 

4.58 

47.84 

May 

1 .90 

50.78 

June 

3.87 

58.34 

July 

4.04 

58.50 

August 

6.36 

57.50 

September 

2.71 

56.40 

October 

3.41 

52.31 

November 

11.15 

48.57 

December 

2.16 

38.84 

SECTION  “D” 

Housing 

Council  Housing 

At  King  Street,  four  bed-sitting  room  units 

and  seven  two-bedroom 

maisonettes  were  under  construction  and  nearly  completed  by  the  end  of 
the  year.  In  addition,  eight  one-bedroom  flats  were  commenced  at  Buctor 
Park  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year. 

A  total  of  two  hundred  and  ninety-six  dwellings  have  been  built  and 
occupied  since  building  began  again  in  1946. 

There  were  one  hundred  and  forty-five  applicants  for  Council  houses  on 
the  register  at  the  31st  December,  1963,  fifty-two  of  whom  reside  outside  the 
Urban  area. 

The  following  list  indicates  the  diffrent  types  of  accommodation  required 
by  the  applicants: 

Single  bedroom  requirements  .  .  .  .  .  .  56 

Two  bedroom  requirements  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  57 

Three  bedroom  requirements  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  27 

Four  bedroom  requirements  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

On  31st  December,  1963,  the  Council  controlled  the  following  properties: 
Four-bedroomed  houses  (all  prior  1946)  .  .  .  .  4 

Three-bedroomed  houses  (122  pre-1946,  123  post-1946 

less  52  sold  to  occupiers)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  193 

Two-bedroomed  houses  (24  pre-1946,  97  post-1946, 

less  4  sold  to  occupiers)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  117 

Two-bedroomed  bungalows  (all  post- 1946)  .  .  .  .  16 

Two-bedroomed  maisonettes  (all  post- 1946)  .  .  3 

One-bedroomed  maisonettes  (all  post- 1946)  .  .  34 

One-bedroomed  flats  (all  post-1946)  .  .  .  .  .  .  20 

Bed-sitting  flats  (all  post- 1946)  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 


Total 


390 


According  to  the  records,  forty-three  houses  were  erected  by  private 
enterprise  and  occupied  during  the  year. 
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SECTION  “E” 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 


Milk 

There  are  three  retailers  and  one  producer/retailer  with  premises  and  a 
milk  round  within  the  Urban  area.  All  other  retailers  with  rounds  in  the 
town  have  premises  outside  the  area.  Monthly  samples  of  milk  were  taken 
from  retailers  selling  milk  in  the  Urban  area,  and  the  results  obtained  are 
summarised  in  the  following  table : 


Type  of  Milk 

Number  of  Samples 

Passed 

Failed 

Pasteurised 

32 

32 

— 

T.T. 

18 

13 

5 

Four  of  the  samples  which  failed  the  Methylene  Blue  test  were  from  one 
producer/retailer  outside  the  area.  The  circumstances  were  pointed  out  to 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  who  carried  out  further 
investigations. 

Other  Food  Premises 

Inspections  were  made  during  the  year  of  the  various  food  premises  in  the 
town.  The  number  of  food  premises  in  the  area,  by  type  of  business  is:, 


Flotels,  Public  Houses  and  Inns  .  .  .  .  .  .  11 

Canteens  (in  schools,  clubs,  hospitals  and  institutions)  20 
Cafes,  Restaurants  and  Snack  Bars  .  .  .  .  .  .  17 

Bed  and  Breakfast  premises  and  Guest  Houses  .  .  20 

Butcher’s  shops  and  stalls  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  14 

Bakeries  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Fishmongers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Provision  Shops  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  34 


The  number  of  food  premises  registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1955,  for  the  manufacture  of  sausages  and  preserved  foods  =  7, 
and  for  the  sale  of  Ice  Cream  =16. 

A  total  of  six  ice-cream  samples  were  taken  during  the  year,  and  all  were 
found  to  be  Grade  1. 

No  premises  in  the  area  is  used  for  the  manufacture  of  ice-cream. 

During  the  year  one  hundred  and  five  inspections  of  food  premises  have 
been  made,  and  no  formal  action  under  the  Act  was  taken.  It  has  been 
necessary  from  time  to  time  to  draw  the  attention  of  traders  at  the  Pannier 
Market  to  various  contraventions. 

Certificates  of  condemnation  were  issued  for  condemned  foodstuffs,  which 
were,  with  the  exception  of  meat  and  offal  from  the  Abattoir,  collected  and 
disposed  of  at  the  Council’s  refuse  tip. 

Meat  Inspection 

Meat  inspection  has  again  been  fully  carried  out  by  your  Inspectors  at  the 
Abattoir  during  the  year.  A  total  of  20,001  carcases  were  dealt  with.  This  is 
a  decrease  of  807  on  the  preceding  years  kill,  but  is  still  considerably  higher 
than  other  recent  years.  Meat  inspection  involved  622  visits  to  the  Abattoir. 

Fuller  details  of  the  number  of  animals  killed  and  inspected,  and  the 
carcases,  parts  or  organs  condemned,  are  set  out  in  the  table  at  the  end  of 
this  report. 

Condemned  Meat  and  Offal 

As  in  previous  years  condemned  meat  and  offal  were  collected  from  the 
Abattoir  by  approved  contractors. 
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Samples  taken  under  Section  2,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 


Tonic  Wine 
Shredded  Beef  Suet 
Instant  Coffee 
Two  Vinegar 

Halibut  Liver  Oil  Capsules 
Cold  Relief  Tablets 
Vitamin  ‘C’  Tablets 
Dressed  Crab 

Full  Cream  Evaporated  Milk 

Minced  Beef  and  Gravy 

Syrup  of  Figs 

Buttercake  Biscuits 

Two  Table  Jellies 

Roselle  Ice  Cream  Powder 

Liquid  Phospherine 

Salad  Cream 

Baking  PowTder 

Cremola  Foam  Crystals 

Condensed  Milk 

Marzipan 

Cornflour 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat 
Evaporated  Milk 
Concentrated  Food  Colouring 
Nine  Samples  of  Milk 


►  AlL  Genuine 


J 


Food  Posioning 

Twenty-six  cases  of  food  poisoning  occurred  during  the  year,  twenty-five 
of  which  were  at  a  local  preparatory  school.  Shigella  Sonnei  was  isolated  in 
stool  samples,  and  anti-biotics  were  administered  to  all  the  boys  and  the  staff  . 
The  agents  was  believed  to  have  been  quick  frozen  fish  fingers. 


SECTION  “F” 


Prevalence  of,  and  control  over,  Infectious  and  other  Diseases 


Tuberculosis 


One  death  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  was  recorded  during  the  year. 
Three  new  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Register  —  one  pulmonary  and  two 
non-pulmonary  in  origin. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  forty-five  cases  remained  on  the  Register,  as  follows : 


Pulmonary 
M  F 

23  11 


Non- Pulmonary 
M  F  ' 

7  4 
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Infectious  Diseases 


Notified  by  the  School  Authorities 

Tavistock  County  Primary  School  .  .  Scarlet  Fever  .  .  1 

Notified  by  Medical  Practitioners 


Measles 

Food  Poisoning 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  1  year 

— 

— 

— 

1  year 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2  years  .  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4  years 

1 

— 

— 

— 

5-9  years 

3 

9 

8 

17 

10-14  years 

21 

— 

— 

— 

15-24  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25  years  and  over 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Age  unknown 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Totals  .  . 

27 

11 

8 

18 

In  conclusion,  I  would  thank  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  the  ready 
hearing  I  have  received  at  all  times,  and  the  Public  Health  staff  and  others 
who  have  materially  assisted  in  the  preparation  of  this  report. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  D.  ALLEN-PRICE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned  in  Whole  or  in  Part 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 
(if  known) 

1,784 

337 

350 

5,305 

12,225 

Number  inspected 

1,784 

337 

350 

5,305 

12,225 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci : 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

5 

24 

55 

109 

26 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was 
condemned 

313 

88 

2 

238 

602 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci 

20.7% 

33.2% 

16.3% 

6.5% 

5.1% 

Tuberculosis  only : 
Whole  carcases 
condemned 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was 
condemned 

1 

45 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

0.06% 

0.36% 

Cysticercosis : 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part 
or  organ 
was  condemned 

22 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

10 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Generalised  and 
totally 
condemned 

— 

- 

— 

— 

1 
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Factories  Act,  1961 


1.  Inspections  for  Purposes  of  Provisions  as  to  Health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Number 

on 

Register 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

NunU 

ber  of 

Premises 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

2 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

50 

6 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  b)^ 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  Out-worker’s 
premises) 

11 

11 

Total 

63 

17 

— 

— 

14 


2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  Found 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases 

in  which 
prosecutions 
were 

instituted 

Particulars 

Referred 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of 
Cleanliness 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 

temperature 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate 

ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective 
drainage 
of  floors 

— 

_ . 

_ 

_ 

Sanitary 
Conveniences : 
(a)  Insufficient 

_ 

_ 

_ 

__ 

(b)  Unsuitable 
or  defective 

— 

— 

— 

— 

( c )  Not 
separate  for 
the  sexes 

_ 

— 

_ 

_ 

Other  offences 
(not  including 
Out-work) .  . 

_ _ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

Total  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 


.16 


